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Trade of IRE LAND, &c. 


L HIS Bill is wholly ſupported by the Aﬀer- 
| tion of falſe Facts, and L fallacious Reaſon» 


ing upon thoſe Facts. 


II. Founded on the moſt erroneous Principles of 
Trade, And, 


III. Fundamentally wrong in Point of Policy. 


I. That this Bill is ſupported by the Aſſertion of 
falſe Facts, and fallacious Reaſoning upon thoſe 
Facts. 

x. It is aſſerted that the Sail-Cloth ManufaBure of 

Great-Britain is going to Decay and Ruin. 
The Contrary of this appears from the Imports of 
Foreign Sail-Cloth being now leſs, and the Export of 
our Home Manufacture greater than they have ever 
formerly been. 

Foreign Sail-Cloth imported at a Medium of nine 
Years, to 1740, before the War, (excluſive of the 
A 2 | Iriſh) 


* 


— 369469 Ells. 


Iriſh) amounted to 

Ihe laſt Year's Imports, being the 
firſt Year after the Peace, amounted 
to no more than | 


es 


Decreaſed in the Imports from fo- 


reign Countries in Time of Peace 


92716 Ells. 


Or, Take it from the Imports of nine Years before 


"And the Medium of nine Years 
from 1740 to 17 — 
Decreafed in 
ing to this State, 
The Quantity mad 
is likewiſe greatly decreaſed. 


mports accord- 


ein Ireland, entitl 


369469 
338361 

31 108 Ells. 
ed to Bounty, 


For by the Accounts of the Bounty paid by the 
Parliament of Ireland, which is 25 per Cent. upon 
the Manufacture, the exact Quantity made in /re- 
land may be clearly known; — for the Bounty multi- 
plied by 4, gives the Value of that whole Manu- 


facture.— And the Bounty paid in Ireland 
before the War was as follows: 


three Years 


' Palne of Manuf. I s. d. 


Bounty. I. 5. d. 
I] 1738, 1446 19 2 
In 1739, 2217 14 8 
In 1740, 2006 

Whereas ſince the 
In 1748, no more than 


In 1749, 


1 
„ 
1458 140 
1958 0 0 


5787 16 8 
8870 18 8 
8025 18 4 


5834 16 0 
7832 © 0 


But obſerve that this inconſiderable Quantity in- 
cludes both the Home Conſumption of Ireland, as 
xportation to Great-Britain , and other 


well as E 

(N. B. In the Years of the War the Bounties paid 
in Zreland were not half this Quantity ;—becauſe almoſt 
all the [ri Shipping was deſtroyed or taken by the 


| 


Privateers of the Enemy, and they built no new.) 
So that it appears both that the Imports of Sail- 
Cloth from Foreign Parts and that the Manufacture 


of Ireland, are conſiderably leſſened, 


But the Exports are conſiderably increaſed. 


For 


635 | 

For in the Year 1749, fince the Peace, England h ag 
exported, (as N by the Engl; Bounty paid at 
2d. per Ell) — 177878 Ellis. 
But as — to the Account of 
the Manufacturers there is ſtill 1400 l. 
due for Bounty that Vear, (the Fund 
having been, as they ſay, ſo much de- 42000 Ells, 
ficient) there muſt! — Rs for that | [ 
Year's 1 E — 
Then the t xport in 1749 ap-? | 

ars to have been, — * 219878 

And the Exports at a Medium of ſe-? 

ven Years before the War only per Ann. 95 2 74 bg. | 
Igncreaſed in our Exports, 108695 

Or, Take it in another Way from the Medium of 
nine Vears from 1740 to 1749. 

The Exports have been ſome what ” pie 
above per Ann, 1 Las 
And nee 
War but - Ann. * | | 

Increaſed in our ts, at a Medi-? <7 L 
um of o Years, —_— to this State, 558 17 Ells. 

So that the Imports being thus diminiſted, and the 
Exports thus increaſed, a very great Proof ariſes againſt 
the Fact, that their Trade 1s in a declining Way. 

And it is confirmed by the Circumſtance of the 
Deficiency of their Bounty; which, as it is 2d. per 
Ell upon the Engliſb Sail-Cloth exported, paid out of 
a Fund of 1d. per Ell upon what is imported, 

The Deficiency can happen but one of theſe three 
Ways 

OY Either by the leſs Importation of the fore 
Sail-Cloth. 

2. Or the greater Exportation of our own. 

3. Or both. | 
And when any Manufafture ſtands in this en kane, 
that Man muſt know very little of Commerce, who can 
believe juch a Hanufacture in a declining Condition, or 
threatned *with Ruin. as 
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All therefore that can be juſtly aſſerted by the M* 
nufacturers in Great- Britain is, that they find them - 
ſelves under temporary Inconveniencies from conſi- 
derable Stocks now lying heavy on their Hands; 
which ariſes from the following Cauſes: 

1. From having made a worſe, (and indeed a no- 
toriouſly bad Fabrick) during the Hurry and great 
Demand in Time of War, when any Goods could 
find a Market, which Merchants now not in a Hur- 
ry, and when the Demand is not ſo great, are not ſo 
ready or willing to buy. 

2. From having made uncommon Quantities in 
Expectation of the Continuance of the War. 

3. From the Navy having laid in great Quantities 
in the ſame Expectation, which are not yet expended. 

4. From old naval Stores, which, ſince the War, 
are from Time to Time diſpoſed of at a cheap Rate. 

5. From the Mortification of being obliged to re- 

duce themſelves to the old Price in Time of Peace, 
after having taſted the exorbitant Profit of a Time of 
War; — for they then raiſed their general Frice from 
a Shilling per Yard to 15 4,——and ſold to the Navy 
in particular at 17 d. 
But this proves no real Decay in that Manufacture, 
nor does it give theſe Manufacturers any more Title 
to complain, or Right to expect a Remedy - Than 
the Iron Manufacturers, Powder-Makers, Sc. (9c. 
or any other Manufacturers who were more briſkly 
and advantageouſly employed in the Time of War, 
than in the preſent Time of Peace. 

T his capital falſe Aſſertion is ſupported by another 
falſe Aſſertion, viz. That Ireland has been the Cauſe 
of this (pretended) Decay of the Britiſh Manufacture; 
which ſecond falſe Aſſertion is likewiſe ſupported by 
two falſe Facts for Reaſons, viz. 

1. Becauſe Ireland has ſuperior Bounties, Encourage- 
ments, and Advantages greater than Great-Britain. 
2. Becauſe theſe Bounties enable the Iriſh to under ell 
the Engliſh both at Home and Abroad, 


And 
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And finally, by a fallacious Reaſoning derived from 
them, which is the Concluſion of the Whole, that ihe 
Sail-Cloth Manufacture of England muſt be utter!y 
ruined, unleſs the Sail-Cloth of Ireland be prob bited, or 
(which is the ſame Thing) Duties be laid upon it on Im- 
portation equal to the Inſh Bounties, or equal to 25 per 
Cent. 

1. As to the ſuperior Bounties in Ireland. 

It muſt be obſerved, that the Bounties in England 
are very different from thoſe in Ireland. 

In England, 2d. per Ell on all Sail-Cloth whatſoever 

upon Exportation, not upon home Conſumption. 
| And the Engliſh is chiefly made of Flax, or fo- 
reign Hemp, a much worſe Material, of the ſame 
Species with the Ruſſian Sail-Cloth. ——And they 
cannot make a better Sail-Cloth of that Material, 

In Ireland, (as before obſerved) 24. per Iriſh Yard 
(which is exactly the ſame as the Englþ Ell, being 
broader in proportion) upon that which is 10 d. ger 
Yard, and upwards; and 4d. per Yard on that which 
is 14 4. per Yard, and upwards, amounting at a Me- 
dium to 25 per Cent. as before-mentioned)—— But 
then the Iriſb Bounty is not given upon al! Sail- Cloth, 
only on that which is made of Hemp of ihe Growth of 
Ireland, extending to Home Conſumption as well as 
Exportation, and a much better Material, of the 
ſame Species with Hollands Duck, and abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for Sloops, and ſome particular Sails, which 
if not ſupplied by Ireland, can be only ſupplied by 
Holland. 

N. B. The ITriſþ have likewiſe a Sail - Cloth Manu- 
facture of Flax and Foreign Hemp, which the Eng- 
liſþ Manufacturers laboured hard to get confounded 
with the other, and to have ſubjected likewiſe to the 
ſame Duties of 25 fer Cent. though that is entitled 
to No Bounty at all; whereas the Exgliſb of the ſame 
Species is entitled to a Bounty of 2d. per Yard upon 
Exportation.——But of this r; Sail-Cloth made of 
Flax and Foreign Hemp little or none is exported, 


and 


630 
and it is chiefly uſed in 7reland for their Home Con- 
ſumption. | 

Which Circumſtance of its being only made of 
Iriſþ Hemp, is a Point very material to be kept in 
Remembrance, during the Conſideration of this Que- 
ſtion ; for it is this, and ſome other Circumſtances, 
that render this ſuperior Bounty (as it ſeems to be) 
only nominally, not really, a ſuperior Bounty. 

For, the beſt Peterſbourg Brach Hemp, of which 
the Engliſp hempen Sail-Cloth is made, is but 24 /. 
per Ton ; and has very little Waſte, compared with 


the Iriþ Hemp. * J. 8. 6: 
The {riþ Hemp is 33 5 098 
The greater Waſte on 1rifþ full 2 12 9 5 
In all 35 17 9)& 


Deduct the Price of foreign Hemp 24 O o 


Iriſþ Material dearer per Ton 1117 9 
Which is near 50 per Cent. | 
So that on 95, Pounds of Ir; rough Hemp, which 
will make a Bolt of Jriſb Sail-Cloth of 36 Yards long, 
at 30 Inches wide, and weighing 54 U. the extraor- 
dinary Price of this Material is above 2d. halfpenny 
per Yard, which upon Jriſb Sail-Cloth entitled to the 
Bounty of 24. 

Leaves that Species of Sail Cloth under a greater 
Diſadvantage than the Enxgliſb (of one halfpenny per 
Yard) excluding alſo the Eugliſßʒ Bounty of 2d. upon 
Exportation. | 

And upon the Irifþ Sail-Cloth entitled to the Boun- 
ty of 4d. per Yard, leaves an Advantage over the 
Engliſh only of one Penny haifpenny per Yard (ex- 
cluding alſo the Exgliſh Bounty of 24. upon Exporta- 
tion) in Caſe therefore of Exportation, the Engliſo 
have the Advantage even in this Sort of one Half- 
penny per Yard. | 

But there are farther Circumſtances that deſtroy the 


Operation and Reality of this Bounty, 
8 * . 
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1. The Difference between Eugliſb and Iriſb Mo- 
ney, above 8 per Cent. which is to be deducted out of 
the nominal Bounty, _ | 

2. The Wretchedneſs and Poverty. of the Manu- 
facturers in that Kingdom, which univerſally produces 
Lazineſs, and bad Workmanſhip, both which ulti- 
mately tend to make a Manufacture dear. 

3. The Paucity of Hands, which increaſes the 
Price of Wages, beyond what cheaper Proviſion 
ſhould require; for Manufacturerers are a Com- 
modity, and regulated like all other Commodities, 
not by what they can be afforded for, but by what 
they can ſell for, ſo that Labour depends more upon 
the Demand than any other Circumſtance, which in- 
hances the Charge in many Trades and Manufactures 
in Ireland, to a Degree not eaſily conceived but by 
thoſe who are intimately and internally acquainted 
with that Country. | 

4. That the beſt of the Manufacturers come to 
Great Britain, and are employed here, ſo that none 
but the worſt and moſt indolent are employed there, 
A Which is one Reaſon why it is found by Expe- 
rience, that an Jriþ Manufacturer will not do as 
much Work in two Days as an Exgliſß Manufacturer 
in one. | | 
_ 5. The great Diſparity in the. Stocks of Money of 
that Country and of England, which is 20 or 30 per 
Cent. to the Diſadvantage of that Kingdom, their 
Merchants being very poor, — This is eaſy to con- 
ceive, for 3 per Cent. upon 100,000 J. in Trade is a 
great Living, being 3000 J. per Ann. 3 per Cent. upon 
2000/7. in Trade is but g J. per Ann, and a Profit 
that no Merchant can live and trade to ſupport and 
provide for his Family upon. 

6. The intereſt of Money, which in Ireland is at 
6 per Cent. aud cannot be had even at that though the 
legal Rate, by the little Merchants there, who are 
chiefly Papiſts, have no Landed Security to give, and 
very little Credit, and are forced therefore to give 
great Premiums beyond the legal Intereſt.— L on 


— — — 
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which Sir Fofab Child has this juſt Obſervation, That 
high Intereſt is the greateſt Canker upon Commerce, 
and that 2 per Cent. in Intereſt is more prejudicial 
than 4 per Cent. in Taxes. | 
7. The Expence of Freight, Inſurance, Commiſ- 
fion, and other Charges incident to the Sail-Cloth of 
Ireland imported into Great-Britaim. 
Theſe are all additional Circumſtances to diminiſh 
this nominal Bounty ; and if thoroughly under- 
ſtood, would remove all Jealouſy between the ib 1 
and Engliſh Manufacturer in almoſt all Caſes of the 
ay Trade, which is undoubtedly arried on 
dearer, and worſe in almoſt every Branch, 
—— the ſame Manufactures in this Kingdom, and 
muſt ever enable the Mother Country, and the Seat 
of Government where all the Profit of Commerce cen- 
ters, to carry on all Trade ſuperior to Provinces or 15 
remote Countries, where no Profit can remain, what 
ever ſeeming 1 — y may have, in ſome Re- 
ſpects, ſuperficially and vulgarly conſidered. 
As to * Encouragements, by which are meant 
Reels, Spinning Wheels and Flax- Seed given by the 
Linnen- Board in Ireland, the Engliſh have no Reaſon 
to complain of them, for the Jriſb Encouragements in 
that Kind operate to furniſh the Material cheap tothe 
Engliſh, as well as to the Fiſp by whom the Expence 
of them is defrayed. | 
Theſe Bounties and Encouragements then are falſely 
_ to be * becauſe they are nominal and not 
4s to the other Advantages, by which is meant that 
Ireland-pays leſs Taxes. 
It is a Matter upon which every Man affects to talk 
Pogmacically. 
But it is a Matter which few or none that talk up- 
on it are in the leaſt acquainted with. 
No Man of Senſe will deny, that it is a leſs Bur- 
then to a rich Man of a thouſand Pounds a Year to 
pay 1001. a Year out of his Income, 


Than for a Mano one Hundred Winde X ch to 
pay 


(1) ü 
pay 10, tho? both are richer and the poorer Man each 
pays in the ſame Proportion, viz. one Tenth. | + 

If Ireland, therefore, out of its little Income, pays 
in the ſame Ptoportion with England out of its great 
2 yet Ireland in fact lies under a greater Bur- 


But Ireland pays in one Light at leaſt in equal Pro- 
ion to 3 

In another Light, which is the true Light, infinitely 
more, | 

* * 

22 es nas * 1,800,000 per Ann. 
And its Revenue is very near 606,000/7. per Ann, 
Which is full one Third of the Rents of the whole 
Kingdom. 

The Rents of England are full 21,000,000 per Ann. 

And its Revenue (including all the Funds for its 
Debts) is leſs than ſeven Millions. 5 

Which is likewiſe one Third of the Rents of the 
Kingdom. 

But the true Way of computing the Burthens of a 
Nation, is to compute them from the Income of the 
whole People, becauſe all Taxes either do fall, or 
ought to fall, upon the whole People partly out of 
Rents, partly out of Labour, and y out of Trade, 
either for home Conſumption, or for Exportation. 

The People of England, as nearly as it can be com- 
puted, and as it has been computed by the beſt Wri- 
ters on political Arithmetick, are 8, ooo, ooo. 

And their Medium Expence per Head, 10 l. which 
is the true national Income, for Men cannot ſpend more 
or have leſs than they receive or gain, 80,000,000. 

The Taxes of England are therefore not one Eleventh 
of the Income of the People. | 

The People of Ireland are not quite 2,000,000 

Their Medium Expence per Head by no Compu- 
tation ever yet made, above 50s. per Head, 5,000,000 
per Annum. | 


Acres 10,500,090, nearly 3s. 6d. per Acre, induding all the 
145. Mountains, Lakes, Rivers, Rocks, &c, —— of which tw 
lions of Acres are totally unprofitable. 


(12) 
The Taxes therefore of Ireland are above one Eighth 
of the Income of the People. 

So that Ireland is undoubtedly in every Light more 

tax d and more burthened than even England. ——As 
to Scotland they pay hardly any thing at all, tho* they 
clamour loudeſt at the Danger to the Trade of Eng- 
land from the low T axes paid by Ireland. T 

This common Cant about the Iriſh Taxes ariſes from 


hence. 
That they have not ſome Taxes nominally the ſame 


with thoſe of Exgland. 

But then they have ſome that are of the ſame Na- 
ture in Reality. And, 

Others infinitely more grievous, and that operate 
more heavily and detrimentally. 

* For Inſtance : They have a heavy and very un- 

equal Quit rent, and Crown rent laid by Parliament as 
a Branch of the Revenues, of a different Nature from 
the Quit rents here. 

They have Hearth Money, viz. 25. upon each Fire 
place, and 46. upon every Hut that has no Fireplace. 
And of 400, ooo Houſes and Huts which Ireland 
contains, 300,000 have but one Fireplace, or none, 
and coſt in building at a Medium not 10s. a Houſe. 

But what is worſt of all, they have Duties up n all 
their Exportation (a very few Inſtances excepted) of 
'5 SH Cent. all which evidently falls ny upon their 
Lan 

And though to enter farther upon this Head may 
ſeem a Digreſſion——yet it may not be improper to 
go a little farther to deſtroy this inflammatory 
Natter, hecauſe inflammatory Ma ter is the chief 


# N, B. The Land- Tax in England at 45, in the Pound, is in 
Re lity but 2 s. upon the whole Kingdom. 

So that a Land-Tax of 4s. in the Pound in Ireland paid propor- 
Pionally to that of England will produce but 180,000 l. 

If therefore the Irith Quit-Rent, Crown-Rent and Hearth- - Money, 
may be conſidered as a Land-Tax, which undoubtedly they ought to 


be, 
As they produce about 110,900 1, per Apnum, 
Ireland pays in Reality a Land Tax equal to above 28. 6d. ho 


Pound, — that conffantiy in Time of Peace or War. 
; *xports, 
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Support of this Bill, and of all Bills of this Nature : 
Therefore, | 
As to the Ability of Ireland to pay greater Taxes. 
The Taxes of all Countries muſt ariſe principally 
upon their Exports and Imports. 
Now it is a great Misfortune that they ſhould ariſe 
upon their Exports, which is very ruinous to Trade. 
Yet the Jr; have been forced to raiſe theirs partly 
upon their Exports, becauſe the imported Commodi- 
ties are the Conſumption but of 500,000 of their Peo- 
Po: for the other 1,500,000 conſume nothing but 
Milk, Potatoes, and Salt, a little Wool, and a little 
Linnen, bur no imported Commodity except Tobac- 
co. — If therefore they raiſe more upon their Ex- 
ports, they endanger their whole Trade; if they raiſe 
more upon their Imports, the Conſumption being ſo 
ſmall it can produce but little, nay in many Inſtances 
(as it has been tried in ſeveral Articles) /z/s, by dimi- 
niſhing the Conſumption, and by introducing Smug- 
gling, which is eaſily practiſed in a wild and halt- 
peopled Country, 
But here is the great Argument to be conſidered by 
the Engliſh. A 
The Taxes of Ireland cannot be increaſed without 
a great Prejudice to England, whether laid upen the 
Iriſh! Exports, or the Iriſh Import. And according- 
ly Clamour arifes every Day from the Merchants and 
Manufactures o England againſt the Iriſþ Taxes, as 
they now ſtand in their different Branches, as often as 
the Conſideration of their particular Trades and Ma- 
nufactures happen to occur. 
For of the Exports of Ireland which a- 
mount to about 
And of the Imports to Ireland which? 0 o 
amount to about 9 : 
Two Thirds of both are exjorted io England or im- 
ported from England. | 
Now the Exports to England are Commodities neceſ 
ſary to, and employed by the Manufacturers of Eng- 
land, as the Foundation of their Manufactures, and 
work'd up by them to great Profit, as Linnen Yarn 


{1,100,000 J. 


_ 
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Wollen Yarn, Linnens to be ſtamp'd, and Hides to 


be tann'd, Oc, | 
ts from England are actually the Ma- 


And the Impor 
nufactures or product of England, or of their Trade to 


the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, and other Parts. | 

Every Tax therefore of Ireland for the Support of 
their Eſtabliſhment, is directly or indirectly a Tax up- 
on the Manufactures or the Trade of England — Thus 
England na ionally quarrels with Ireland, that ſhe does 
not tax herſelf enough, and the Manufacturers and 
Merchants individually quarrel with her in every In- 
ſtance where ſhe attempts to tax herſelf more hieb 
deſerves to be ſeriouſly confidered both by the People, and 
by the Miniſters of Great-Britain. WEL. 

In fact therefore Ireland can never tell how to pleaſe, 
or to avoid giving Offence to England, —In this ve- 
ry laſt Seſſions of Parliament in Ireland the wiſe Men 
there hive conſented, out of Fear of offending the 
Government of England, to encreaſe the Expence of 
the Army there by 40 or 50,000 J. per Annum, yet the 
wiſeſt Men there will not be able to tell in two or 
three Years, when that additional Expence begins to 
run the Eſtabliſhment in Arrear, how to provide a 
Fund to defray it, without farther taxing their Exports 
or their Imports, or, in other Words, taxing the Ma- 
nufactures or the Trade of England; which (when- 
ever it happens, as it muſt happen) will produce new 
Matter of Clamour againſt them. But to return: 

As to the other Aſſertion, that the Iriſh Sail Cloth 
under ſell; the Engliſh both at Home and Abroad, it is ab- 
folutely falſe. 

For, 1. As to Abroad, Ruſſia imports great 
Quanrities, to England, and wants none. 

Holland imports to England, and wants none. 

France makes very great Quantities, much more 
than requiſite for her own Conſumption. 

Spain is furniſhed partly by a Manufacture in Gali- 
cia, and partly by France from Britany, partly from 
Ruffia, and partly from Holla -d. 

America ( England being excluded) is the only Coun- 


try to which Ire/and has ever ex ported. And there 
i ** never 


(15) | 
never has been any Export thither exceeding 3000 
Bolts, or 4800 Yards, about 360 J. in Value per 
Annu. 


: 
” 


Nor can it be otherwiſe, becauſe the American Trade 
mult be chiefly carried on from England ;— for tho? 
the Iriſb may carry and ſell their Linnen Manufacture 
freely in America, yet they are confined by the Act of 
Navigation not to import from America into Ireland. 
directly, moſt of the Commodities by which only. 
they can be paid for what they carry thither, which in 
Effect defeats that Indulgence, And according- 
ly the whole 1riſ6 Export of Linnens of all kinds to all 
America has ſeldom amounted to 3000. a Year. 

2. As to under ſelling the Engliſh at bome in England 
This Fact, though boldly aſſerted, is notoriouſly 
falſe, and is known to be ſo by every Merchant in 
England who deals in that Commodity. 

For the Exgliſb ſells now, and in Time of 
Peace, as before obſerved, * but at 12 d. 12 

Yard, nay even leſs, 
To which add one fourth for the Difference 
of tho Meaſure, the Tiſb Yard being 6 Inches - 3. 
wider, | 


— 


| The Eugliſo per Yard brought to Iriſb Meaſure, 15 f 


The Friſb per Yard in 1749 at 15 d. halſpenay, and 


now 174, _ | 
So that the Iriſþ is really dearer in Time of Peace 
by above 2d. per Yard reduced to the ſame Meaſure. 
And during the whole War the Eng/ſþ. Sail- Cloth 
ſold at 1 5 d. per Engliſh Yard, to which add the pro- 
portional Part to make it equal to the [riþ—— for a- 
bout 18 d. halfpenny per Iriſb Yard. 


® This is the Price of No. 1, the very beſt of Engliſh Sail-Cloth, 
— whereas No. 2, No. 3, No. 4, and No. 5, fell conſiderably lower; 
ſo that at a Medium Engliſh Sail-Cloth is not above 11 Fence per 
Yard. One Robinſon, to get the Cuſtom and Fayour of the I. C, 
contracted lately with them for a large Quantity below the Market 
Price, which ſucceeded for him, but partly occaſioned this Clamour, 


by finking the Price below 12 Pence per Yard, 
The 


| 
| 


| 
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Wollen Yarn, Linnens to be ſtamp'd, and Hides to 
be tann'd, Cc. 

And the Imports from England are actually the Ma- 
nufactures or product of England, or of their Trade to 
the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, and other Parts. 

Every Tax therefore of Ireland for the Support of 
their Eſtabliſhment, is directly or indĩirectly a Tax up- 
on the Manufactures or the Trade of England — Thus 
Enzland na ionally quarrels with Ireland, that ſhe does 
not tax herſelf enough, and the Manufacturers and 
Merchants individually quarrel with her in every In- 
ſtance where ſhe attempts to tax herſelf more—which 
deſerves to be ſeriouſly confidered both by the People, and 
by the Miniſters of Great-Britain. 8 

In fact therefore Ireland can never tell how to pleaſe, 
or to avoid giving Offence to England. ——In this ve- 
ry laſt Seſſions of Parliament in Ireland the wiſe Men 
there hive conſented, out of Fear of offending the 
Government of England, to encreaſe the Expence of 
the Army there by 40 or 30, ooo J. per Annum, yet the 
wiſeſt Men there will not be able to tell in two or 
three Years, when that additional Expence begins to 
run the Eſtabliſhment in Arrear, how to provide a 
Fund to defray it, without farther taxing their Exports 
or their Imports, or, in other Words, taxing the Ma- 
nufactures or the Trade of England ,——which (when- 
ever it happens, as it muſt happen) will produce new 
Matter of Clamour againſt them. But to return: 

As to the other Aſſertion, that the Iriſh Sail Cloth 
wnderſell; the Engliſh both at Home and Abroad, it is ab- 
ſalutely falſe. 

For, 1. As to Abroad, Ruſſia imports great 
Quanrities, to England, and wants none. 

Holland imports to England, and wants none. 

France makes very great Quantities, much more 
than requiſite for her own Conſumption. 

Spain is furniſhed partly by a Manufacture in Gali- 
cia, and partly by France from Britany, partly from 
Ruffia, and partly from Ho/lard. 

America (England being excluded) is the only Coun- 
try to which Ireland has ever exported, —And there 
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never has been any Export thither exceeding 3000 
Bolts, or 4800 Yards, about 3601. in Value per 
Annum. 

Nor can it be otherwiſe, becauſe the American Trade 
muſt be chiefly carried on from England ;——- for tho 
the Iriſb may carry and ſell their Linnen Manufacture 
freely in America, yet they are confined by the Act of 
Navigation not to import from America into Ireland. 
directly, moſt of the Commodities by which only. 
they can be paid for what they carry thither, which in 
Effect defeats that Indulgence, And according 
ly the whole Iriſþ Export of Linnens of all kinds to all 
America has ſeldom amounted to 3000 l. a Year. 

2. As to under ſelling the Engliſh at home in England 
——This Fact, though boldly afferted, is notoriouſly 
falſe, and is known to be ſo by every Merchant in 
England who deals in that Commodity. 

For the Exgliſb ſells now, and in Time of 
Peace, as before obſerved, * but at 12 d. f 12 

Yard, nay even leſs. 
To which add one fourth for the Difference 
of tho Meaſure, the Tip Vard being 6 Inches - 3 
wider, 


The Eugliſb per Yard brought to riſþ Meaſure, 15 . 
The Jriſb per Yard in 1749 at 17d. halſpenay, and 
now 17d. | | 
So that the 1r/þ is really dearer in Time of Peace 
by above 29. per Yard reduced to the ſame Meaſure. 
And during the whole War the Eng/p Sail-Cloth 
ſold at 1 5 d. per Engliſh Yard, to which add the pro- 
portional Part to make it equal to the 1riþ—— tor a- 
bout 18 d. halfpenny per Iriſþ Yard. 


® This is the Price of No. 1, the very beſt of Engliſh Sail-Cloth, 
— whereas No. 2, No. 3, No. 4, and No. 5, ſell conſiderably lower; 
ſo that at a Medium Engliſh Sail-Cloth is not above 11 Pence per 
Yard. One Robinſon, to get the Cuſtom and Favour of the I. C, 
contracted lately with them for a large Quantity below the Market 
Price, which ſucceeded for him, but partly occaſioned this Clamour, 


by ſinking the Price below 12 Pence per Yard, The 
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* The 15 during * War ſold at 184. three far- 
things, viz. in 1744, 45, 46, 47, and 483 and — 2 
the War in 1738, and 39, 16 d. three farthings ; ; 
1740, 41 and 42, at 174. and 1743 at 176. 

So that the Fatt is falſe, both Abroad and at Home, 
both in Time of War and in Time of Peace. 

But one great and general Fact, would be ſufficient 
to overthrow all the ſpeculative Reaſoning upon the 
nominal ſuperior Bounties, and pretended ſuperior Encou- 
ragements and Advantages of Ireland, if it had not been 
overthrown by the ſpecial Detection of each individu- 
al falſe Aﬀertion, —— which is this, that by the Expe- 
rience of above 34 Years, from the 1716, when theſe 
Bounties in Ireland were firſt given to this very Day. 

The Iriſh Manufacture has not increaſed, buf dimi- 
niſbed, under its ſuppoſed ſuperior Advantages. 

Whereas the Engliſh have by their own Confeſron in- 
creaſed to an amazing Degree. 

As therefore the Facts are plainly falſe, 

1. That the Engliſh Sail-Cloth ManufaZure i fs going 
to — and Ruin. 

bat Ireland bas been the Cauſe of that pretended 
Decay 


And the other Aſſertions are likewiſe falſe : 

1. That Ireland has really ſuperior Bounties, Encourag e- 
ments and Advantages to thoſe of England. 2. That lre- 
land can underſel England either Abroad or at Home 

The Reaſoning derived from theſe falſe Facts, and 
falſe Aﬀertions, viz. That the Iriſh muſt ruin the Sail 
Cloth Manufacture of England, without Duties laid upon 
the Importation of Iriſh Sail Cloth equal to the Bountis 

in Ireland, or equal to 25 per Cent. which are laid 
by the Bill now depending, muſt be a fallacicus Reaſoning. 

Becauſe a Conſequence drawn from falſe Premiſes 
cannot be a juſt Concluſion. 

II. That this Bill is founded on the moft err: neous Prin- 
ciples of Trade. 
The Principle upon which this Bill muſt ſtand / after 


Mr. Philliy Elliot (till lately) the fole Importer, and a conſider- 
able Merchant, 1s wiling to ptodnce his Books to prove this Fact as 
to the Iriſh Prices. 

all 
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all the Facts and Reaſoning beforementioned are 
thus exploded) can be this only, That Ireland is to be 
prohibited the Importation of all Manufa#ures that 
interfere with the Manufatures of Great Britain; for 
if this Principle is not abſolute and general, it could 
never operate in this almoſt inſignificant Importation, 
which has never amounted to' much above $0007. a 
Year, and at preſent does no amount to abovei600800 
Yards, or ſomewhat above O00 J. 

Tbit Principle is the vulgar paſfonate vl fa tions 
Principle, taken up for the firſt Lime no longer ago 
than the Reſtoration before which Time the I rade of 
Ireland and England was, and had, continued unre- 
ſtrained from the Reign of King. Henry II. who firſt 
invaded Ireland) and grounded upon the Prejudices of 
the Court and the Pa liament, to the then Eftabliſh- 
ment of Ireland, the Lands of which, by Cromwel!'s 
Grants, and the Act of Settlement, were then almoſt 
wholly in the Hands of CremwelPs Officers and Sol- 
diers, who were ready and diſpoſed to renew the 
Civil. War if an Opportunity had offered. 9 993 

But it is a Principle that appeared to have been 
exploded of late nen till it has been revived by _ 
Bill. 
And that it is an-erroneous and abſurd Principle, 
(as certainly it is, though even countenanced in fome 
Meaſure by Child and Davenant, and other great Au- 
thorities in Trade) is of infinite Conſequence not only 
to this Point, but for all future Conſiderations of Par- 
liament upon the Trade of Englad and Ireland to'be 
proved ſo to be. And it -may demonſtrably ve 
proved ſo to be, by conſidering, * 

1. The Conſequences that have followed the former 
Purſuit of this Principle, 

2. By the Conſequences that muſt follow the furore 
Purſuit of this Principle. 

As to the Conſequences that have f. ollowed from tbe pet 
mer Purſuit of this Princip/e. 

1. By the Ai of Navigation, which though a very' 
favourite Act, is in ſome Reſpects a very abſurd one 
Ireland was debarred ſrom trading directly to the Plan- 
tations for many of their Commodities. 


(18) 

And what followed from this not to mention 
ether Evils. 

The Iriþ not being able to import Lumber, Tim- 
ber, Sc. from the Weſt Indies, but round about by the 
Way of London, or other Engliſh Ports. This Cir- 
cumſtance, attended with the Viſitation of the Engliſb 
Officers, and the almoſt conſtant Weſterly Winds 
which prevail in the Navigation from England to He- 
land, created a Delay and an Expence, which ren- 
dered theſe Goods too dear for that Kingdom to be 
furniſhed with from our own Colonies in this Courſe 
of Trade. They therefore bought all the Timber 
from the Baltick, and other Parts, at the annual Ex- 
pence of 50, oo0 J. per Annum, till about the Year 
#730, when an Alteration was made as to that Article, 
which amounted in above ſixty Years to near three 
Millions Sterling, all which would have otherwiſe 
been ſaved to the Britiþ Dominions, and had lo 

fince centered in Great Britain. 

Sugar likewiſe, and many Products of America and 
the Weſt Indies, are taken by Ireland from France and 
Spain, to a great Value ; and from the ſame Reaſon 
foreign Linnens are imported into America, which 
might be otherwiſe furniſhed by our own Countrymen. 

2. By the Aft in 1663, for reſtraining the Importation 
- of Iriſh Cattle and its Produft into England, Ireland was 
reduced, for ten or twelve Years, to a Diſtreſs never 
heard of in any Country before. Horſes before fold 
for 30 3. were then ſold for 15. Oxen ſold for 50 5. 
were ſold for 10 5. 

But after ſome Years they found the Way of falt- 
ing, barrelling and exporting their Beef. So that in 
lieu of exporting 70,000 Head of live Cattle to Exg- 
land, at 405. per Head which coſt England but 140, 
o00 J. and which they manufactured afterwards, and 
exported, and had all the Hides and Tallow into the 


Ireland now manufactures and exports that Beef to 
the Value of 200,000/, per Annum, of Butter near 
200,000 J. more (which by a ſtrange Policy may be 


imported into England from Holland, though not from 
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Ireland.) And about 3000 raw Hides to 
70, ooo raw Hides to France, Spain, &c. where they 
are tanned, to the vaſt Advantage of our Enemies, 
and manifeſt Loſs of England and Jreland — and of 


England, and 


Tallow about 70,0007. of which, for the fame Rea- 
of its high Duties, England takes but about 20,000/, 
by which the Price of Soap and Candles has been 
raiſed in England to the infinite Detriment of the Exg- 
hſþ Manufactures and is rendered very low and eaſy 
to the foreign Rivals of Great Britain. 

3. In the Reign of King William the Woollen Manu- 
faſture was attempted to 1 deftroyed in Ireland. Tho? 
the Manufactures then exported thence amounted not 
to 30,000 J. per Annum, and the Wool and Yarn im- 

thence to England and worked up here were 
then of immenſe Value. This anſwered the Expecta- 
tions of the Engliſh Manufactures for two or three 
Years : But this Enghf Perſecution in Trade had the 
ſame Effect with the French Perſecution in Religion, 
for ſoon after, the Iriſh Weavers ſettled in France, &c. 
and laid the Foundation of the Woollen Manufactures 
almoſt in all Parts of Europe, which much more rival- 
led England than Ireland could have ever done, not 
only drawing after them the 1r Wool and Tarn; 
but enabling them to work up their own foreign 
Wool at the ſame time. By which impolitick Mea- 
ſure, inſtead of allowing Ireland to manufacture ker 
own Wool, England eſtabliſhed the Manufacture of 
that Wool in foreign Cauntries, with a farther Manu- 
facture of twice or thrice as much beſides. And now 
they can underſell not only England, but the IJriſb too. 

Theſe are ſome of the many evil Conſequences 

which have attended this narrow Principle. 

Let us now confider what Conſequences muſt follow the 
Future Pur ſuit of the ſame Principle. 

1. In general, with reſpect to the general Commerce 

of the Brit; Empire. | 

2. More particularly, with reſpect to the Commerce 

between England and Ireland, and to the Point in 
ueſtion. 


1. In reſpełt to the general Commerce of the Britiſh 
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Is there not even a Benefit in being in ſome Degree 
rivalled in Trade, if only by the Subjects of our own 
Government? Is not ſuch a Rivalſhip neceſſary to 
keep the Ingliſ Manufactures. at a moderate Price, 
and to a good Standard? ? | 
Is it not even upon a deep Conſideration, the In- 
tereſt of a trading Nation, to employ thoſe Manufac- 
turers who work the cheapelt ? and is it not in this that 
the great Secret of all Commerce conſiſts?  . _ 
Would it, or docs it hurt the Britiſß Empire, that 
Ireland ſhould (if it were true that ſhe could or did) 
work cheap er than Zorkſs:re and Lancaſaire, more than 
it hurts her, that 7ortfoire and Lancaſhire ſhould work 
cheaper than Deronſbire or Cornwall ? Can any Man 
of an open Underſtanding, conſider Ireland but in the 


Light of four or five great Counties added to England, 


. advantageouſly for W ater- Carriage cut by a large na- 
vigable River. | 
This Thing of Trade is very little underſtood. 

There is a Diſtinction not thought of, that may ex- 
plain the Whole. , | | 
The Intereſt of the Manufacturer, nay the Intereſt 
of the landed Men, are in ſome Senſe to be ſeparated 
from the Intereſt of the Nation, in the Conſideration 
of the great Intereſt of the / rit;þ Empire. 
| The Pritiſh Empire is one great Merchant. 
This Merchant employs. four Scts of Manufacturers, 
and the Produet of four Farms. | 

The Manu{acturers and the Farm of Exgland. 

The Manufactures and the Farm of Scotland. 

The Manufactures and the Farm of Irelond. 

The Manufacturers and the Farm of America. 


And it mult not be forgot that there are other Go - 


verments, each of which in the ſame Senſe is a great 
Merchant too "EN 

Now it is very evident (and it is that which-occa- 
ſioas the Deluſion) that in the firſt View the Manufac- 
turers of England, and the Farmers or Owners of the 
Farms of England, would ſeem to do well for them- 
ſelves, if they were to prevail upon the Great Britiſh 
Merchant to employ them only to manufacture his 
Goods, and to ule only the Product of their Farms ; 
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ſor then, as they would be fewer to manufacture, and 
as the Product would be leſs, theſe Manufacturers and 
theſe Owners of Farms would for a Time oblige that 
great Merchant to pay them more Wages for their 
Labour, and greater Prices for their Product. ; 

But what muſt follow after a little Time. 

This Great Britich Merchant muſt become a little 
one; for he muſt contract his Dealings, not TI ſo 
many Hands, nor work up ſo much Product. 

He might ſell the leſs Quantity for a while to a 
higher Profit upon what he ſold; but he would be 
{11:1 a great Loſer though he did, becauſe a leſs Profit 
upon a much greater Quantity would upon the Tow 
be a far greater Gain. | 

But he would not even ſell that leſs Quantity at a 
higher Price for any Continuance of Time. 

Another Government, a great Merchant too, 

Acting upon more enlarged Principles, would 
work cheaper, and work more; nay, would by De- 
grees employ, 

The Manufacturers and the 88 of Scotland, 
The Manufacturers and the Farm of Ireland, 
The Manufacturers and the Farm of America, be- 
ſides its own Manufacturers and the Products of its 
own Farme. 

For both out of Spite and Neceſſity they would 
and muſt work for and ſupply the other Great Mer- 
chant, which in the Nature of Things can never be 
prevented in the long run. This the vain Attempts 
of p: nal Reſtrictions, and penal Laws have long ſince 
ſufficiently proved. 

And therefore upon the Whole, the Principles of 
Confining or Reffraining Trade, in regard to any 
Member of the Britih Empire, is an abſurd Princt- 
ple, and the Reverſe of it (poſſibly) cannot be carried 
too far. 

For the Intereſt of the British Empire, and the 
Commerce of the British Empire, abſolutely requires 
and demands no Reſtraint throughout the Whole. 
And even the real and laſting Intereſt of the EN 
Manufacturer, and the Engiish Landed Gentleman, 
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requires and demands the Extenſion of the common 
Liberty of Commerce to all the Dominions of Great 
Britain. Becauſe though their immediate Profit or 
Gain confounds their Judgment : In Truth, and in 
the End, their Welfare, the Extenſion and the Dura- 
tion of their Trade depends upon the full and free 
Employment of the Whole. 

2. But to apply this Principle more particularly as 10 
the Commerce between England and Ireland, and to the 
preſent Pant. | 
The Climate of Jreland, the Situation of Ireland, 
conſequently the Commodities of Ireland, the Manu- 
— of Ireland, are the ſame with thoſe of Eng- 


If England therefore prohibits any of the Commo- 
dities of Ireland, being ſuch as ſerve for the Founda- 
tion of Manufactutes, it is furniſhing the Materials of 
Trade to foreign Nations, and our moſt dangerous 
Rivals; for they will get them, if Exgland does not 
take them or if not Commodities that are the 
Premiums of Manufactures, they will hurt England 
more by being imported to other Nations than to 
England; becauſe, if England re-exported theſe Com- 
modities, or by conſuming them, exported more of 
her own, or exported both, the Tonnage and advanced 
Profit would redound to England, and England being 
poſſeſſed of the whole Product of both Nations, could 
fix her own Price upon the Whole——The ſame Ad- 
vantage would accrue to England upon the Re-expor- 
tation of the Jriſb Manuſactures from England. 

And if England prohibits the Importation of any one 
Manufacture of Ireland into England, — which is Ire. 
land's chief Market. 

The Irif Manufacturers muſt do one or other of 
theſe three. 

1. Either they muſt take up ſome other Manufac- 
ture, which would ſtill interfere with another Manufac- 
ture of England, and ſo recoil Time after Time upon 
England with the ſame Force, and produce the ſame 
Evil, if it be an Evil. 

2, Or they muſt (if hunted from one Manufacture to 
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another till they are left quiet in None) fly the Country, 
and ſettle in the Provinces of France or Spain, &xc. to 
which Countries the Encouragements given, concurring 
with the Sameneſs of their Rgligion too naturally leads 

them, and this will produce the ſame Effect as in the 
Inſtance of the Woollen Manufacture before mentioned. 
3. Or at the beſt, they will tranſplant themſelves 
and their Manufactures to America, where there is more 
Liberty, more Property to be eafily acquired, and 
where it is preſumed their Manufacture or Rivalſhip 
will not be contented to be leſs dangerous, but for ve- 
ry many Reaſons are to be apprehended a great deal 
more, i 
But the purſuit of Meaſures upon this Principle has 
had an Effect compounded of all theſe Circumſtances, 
and will have it much more if farther continued. 

Is it not a fatal Diſcouragement to all Arts and In- 
duſtry in that Kingdom. that the Moment they 
turn themſelves to any one Manufacture, and have 
brought it to ſome Perfection, the ZEnglish Manufac- 
turers by their Clamour, and the local Intereſts of par- 
ticular Boroughs and Counties are able to drive them 
from it, though expreſsly countenanced in it, and in- 
vited to it, at the Beginning by the Znglish, as parti- 
cularly in this Caſe of the Linnen Manufacture ? 

Is it not abſurd to forget, that if you could deſtroy 
Ireland, as a Rival to the Englizh Trade, you cannot 
deftroy France, and other Countries, which will work 
as — as Ireland, and will force their Commerce, 
by much greater Helps, and ſupport it by a Power 
you often dare not reſiſt ? | 

Is there even common Senſe in reſtraining Treland in 
icular as to thoſe Manufactures, which neither 
land nor Ireland together can jointly ſupply, which 
is evidently the Caſe of the Sail Cloth Manufacture? 

What Reaſon can be given to ſtop Ireland in this 
Manufacture, of which they import not above 60,000 
Yards, and of which Ruſſia ſtill imports about 600,000 
and for the laſt thiee Years aboveeight Timesas much 
as Ireland. When at the ſame Time no Thing is 
done to prevent the Rivalſhip of Ruſſia. ans 

| when 
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when the {riſþ Sail-Cloth is dearer than the Exgliſb, 
and of a different Sort, which interferes only with the 

Holland's Duck, and when the Raſſian Sail-Cloth as 
cheaper, and principally of the ſame Sort. For in 1747, 
the Imports of Sail Cloth from Ireland conſigned to 
| Philip Elliot, who is almoſt the only Importer, were 

but 53,568, in 1748, but 59,860, and in 1749, but 

58,929 Yards, all which in the three Years make bur 

171,648, of which 27, 108 Yards ſtill remain-unſold. 

—— The Raſſian Sail Cloth imported in 1747, was 
454;081 Yards, in 1748, 619,200 Yards, and in 1749 f 
276,753 Yards, making in the three Years 1, 350, 034 
Yards, of which very little now lies on Hand 
And the Price of the Jriſb is 17 d. per Yard, of the 
Engliſh about 15d. brought to the ſame Meaſure * 
and of the Ruſſan likewiſe brought to the ſame Mea- 
ſure iufinitely cheaper than either the Engliſb or theIriſh, 

Can this Bill then have any other Effect than to in- 9 
creaſe the Importation of Ruſſian Sail Cloth or in par- 
ticular of Holland's Duck, (which laſt is at preſent 
almoſt beat out by the Jriſb, being of the ſame Species, 
not of a better Fabrick, but conſiderably dearer, © _ 
and to defeat Ireland in the Proſpect of growing Hemp 
in that Kingdom, and of turning their Lands proper” 
for Sheep, (which are likewiſe moſt proper tor that' 
Commodity) to the Culture of that Produce, which 
was originally the Point in View, by- encouraging this 
Branch of the Sail Cloth Manufacture there, and 
always earneſtly and wiſely defired by Great Britain, 
that we might be as independent for our Nava! Stores 
as poſſible upon all Foreign Nations. e 19Y 
* in That this Bill is fundamentally wrong in Point of 
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This Proceeding in reſpect to the Trade of Ireland 
manifeſtly tends to keep the common Jriſb ſtill idle, 
ſtill dangerous, and ſtill popiſnly inclined, (for the 
Laws againk Popery can lay no hold on Beggars) and 

Ruſſian Sail Cloth at 30 Inches wide, viz. the Iriſh Breaa th, 
ſold in 1747—but for 18 d. halfpenny per Yard—in 1748 at 140. 
in-1749 at 13d. one Eighth—vhich is greatly cheaper than the Eag- 
lim, and infinitely cheaper than the Irin. So that Ruſſia clear 5 

underſells both Nations. N 1 10 
| co 
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to continue them eſtranged to the Eugliſʒ Government. 
What Reaſon can be given to encoutage Trade and 
Manufacture in Scotland, with a View to enrich and 
civilize the People there, (the great Object of che Bill 
for the Herring Fiſhery already paſſed both Houſcs 
this Seſſion in favour of that Country) which does not 
hold at leaſt with equal Force in regard to the common 
People of Ireland. Certainly the Importance of find- 
ing Employment for them is till greater. Becauſe 
their Poverty is equal, and their Number infinitely 
more. Of two Millions of Souls in Ireland, 1,500,000 
are Papiſts, and live on nothing but Potatoes and Milk, 
and the whole Food of one Family of that Cl:fs of 
People is the Milk of one Cow, and the Roots pro- 
duced from half an Acre of Land. Their Labour if 
they could find Employment, for four Pence per Day, 
which is two Pence leſs than the Pay of a Foot Soldier: 
There are therefore at leaſt 300, ooo able Men in re- 
land (and Papiſts) to whom the Pay of a Foot Soldier 
would be a great Preferment, and who may be there- 
fore ſuppoſed as ready to liſt in the ſame Service. 

Ic is reviving old Prejudices between England and 
Ireland, which have ſlept for a long Time, and ought 
to ſleep for ever. And without all Doubt nothing 
could alarm all Ireland more than the hearing of this 
Attempt. It may beget Prejudices between Scotland 
and Ireland. It may ultimately tend to inflame the 
Engliſh and the Scotch ; for if the Engliſþ Manufacturers 
are taught to think that they muſt be ruined, becauſe 
Treland is falſely ſuppoſed to pay leſs Taxes than Eng- 
land, who knows how ſoon they may reflect that their 
whole Trade will be run away with by N:r:b- Britain, 
who can ſcarcely be ſaid to pay any Taxes at all. 

It is a Conſideration (were the Facts as true as they 
are falſe) much too trifling to alarm a whole Nation 
if. 

It is neither a kind or prudent Treatment of a Peo- 
who in dangerous Times hve adhered t) Britain 
faithfully, and are (with reſpe& to thoſe in whoſe 
Hands the Land and Power wholly lies) moſt emi- 
nently well affected to _ Goverament z and _ 
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Nom the Revolution to this Day, now above ſixty 
Years, have never given the leaſt Diſturbance to Grea! 
Bri ain, neither (after King James had left Ireland) 
during the Reign of K ing William, nor when Invaſions 
were attempted in Scotland in the Reign of Queen 
Anne, nor in the Rebellion of the Lear of 171 5, nor in 
that which happened in 1745. 

The more trifling the Object, the more formidable 
it will appear to Jreland, becauſe it ſhews, that they 
are the more contemned, that their Intereſt with Eng- 
land is the weaker, and the Power of narrow Minds, 
and of ſome Intereſts againſt them, is the ſtronger. 

It is cruel that a People, who (by the Ballance of 
their Trade which all centeis here, by the Rents of 
one Third of their Kingdom, which are ſpent here, 
and by their Premiums of Manufactures which-are 
wrought up here to five Times their original Value) 
are demonſtrably beneficial to Great-Britain, to the 
amount of one Million five hundred thouſand Pounds per 
Annum, ſhould be expoſed to be over born, and run 
down by the Greedineſs of a few Manufaturers combined 
with a Northern Intereſt, in ſuch a trifling Inſtance as - 
that of a Manufacture of 4 or 5000 l. per Amum. And 
abandoned by the Exgliſb, with whom they have every 
Tie in common of Blood, Alliance, Language, Laws 
and Intereſt, to the conſtant and repeated Attacks 
which will be made upon them from Seſſions to Seſ- 
ſions without all kind of Doubt, from the ſame Quar- 
ter, if that Combination 1 be ſu ffered to Nau in 
ibis Inſtancte. 

It will have the more ſudden and worſe Effect, 55 
cauſe the principal Seat of this Manufacture is Cort, 
the ſecond City of that Kingdom, containing 70,000 
Souls; the Corner where the Woollen Manufacture, 
and the running of the Wool has been hitherto carried 
on, where, by Means of great Aſſiduity, Induſtry and 
Expence, and by Means of this very Sail Cloth Manu- 
facture, the Spinning of Linnen is now begun, (after 
infinite Difficulties) to be introduced, which if once 
checked, would probably be for ever prevented re- 


gaining any renn there; ; he Lonen Manufacture 
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having hitherto extended itſelf very little beyond the 
Bounds of four or five Counties in the Northern Parts of 
that Iſlanc. | „ 

It will create the more gloomy Apprehenſions there, 
as it is a Branch of the Linnen Manufacture, which 
has been always underſtood by Freland to be faithfully 
and freely promiſed to them ; ſo that if diſappointed 

in this, they will not know hereafter, to what they 
are to turn their Hands, or what they have to depend 
upon. : 
ie will drive them to Deſpair, becauſe, tho" they 
have formerly, frequently, and fatally experienced the 
Power of a few inconſiderable Manufacturers ſupport- 
ed by vulgar Notions, they now know that the Nor- 
thern Intereſt hinted at before joins in this, hoping to 
gain the Linnen Trade from them, by fomenting 
every Prejudice, and joining in every Cry of the com- 
mon People in England againſt their Trade, which if 
not check'd muſt render their Condition worſe than it 
ever was before. They know if the Pretence of taxing 
the Importation of Iriſh Sail Cloth, becauſe of a nominal 
ſuperior Bounty in this ſmall Branch, can by juch a Con- 
neftion obtain a Law of this Nature, that it can only be 
artfully deſig ned as a Precedent, and muſt be followed by 
flironger Attempts upon their Linen Manufacture till it is 
. finally deſtroyed; for the whole Linnen Manufacture of 
Ireland bas been raiſed and is ſtill ſupported only by Boun- 
ties which are nominally greater than the Engliſh in all 
Caſes. Nor can any one Argument be uſed againſt 
them as to this, that will not operate much more pow- 
erfully as to every other more profitable and extended 
Branch : Nor can a poor Country, and a remote Coun- 
try, new in Manufactures, introduce or maintain any 
(for many Years) but by ſuch Means. Notwithſtand- 
ing which it is a Fact, that the Exgliſ have increaſed 
more in Proportion in the Linnens than even the Iriſb 
have done, by Means of the vaſt Quantities of Iriſb 
Yarn imported in England to the Amount of near 
200,000]. per Annum, which is all manufactured ia 
Englaad to the Profit of near five Times its origins 
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Coſt. Upon which it is not * to obſerve, as 
a farther Argument againſt this Bill, that in Propor- 
tion as the Iriſh Manufafture of Linnen increaſed, in the 

. Proportion bas increaſed likewiſe the Importation of 
„from whence it is evident how 
much thoſe ſuperficial, ſpeculative Reaſoners in 'I rade 
miſtake their Point, when a Jealouſy of Jreland, and 
a falſe Proſpect of a trifling Gain, induce them to 
contend for a Reſtraint on the Linnen Manufacture in 
that Kingdom, nay, for a Prohibition in this Inſtance, 
for ſuch in Fact it is, being 25 per Cent. upon a Manu- 
facture, which at this Hour when imported into Zng- 
land, cannot be fold but at a dearer Price, as it has 
been truely and exactly ſtated in the former Part of 
this Caſe. For whether this Bill ſhould operate as a 
Tax hereafter by the Jriab not repealing their Boun- 
ties; or whether this Tax ſhould ceaſe, by the 1risb 
diſcontinuing thoſe Bounties, yet it operates equally 
in one Caſe as in the other, becauſe the IJrisb Manu- 
fafture muſt from henceforward be deprived in either 
Caſe of 25 per Cent. Encouragement, by which it is 
now maintained. * 4 
Therefore upon the Whole, It appears moſt evi- 
dently the true Intereſt of England to encourage, rather 
than to deſtroy the Sail Cloth Manufacture of Ireland 


made of Iriſh Hemp, which does not rival England: 
Whereas, if they are driven out of that, they muſt na- 
turally turn themſelves co Sail Cloth made of foreign 


Flax and foreign Hemp, which does rival England. This 
the Exglisb Manufacturer may have ſome private In- 
tereſt to avoid, whereas in the Caſe of the other they 
truly can have none. 
| Thus as this Bill is, 

I. Supported wholly by falſe Fafts, and a fallacious 


Reaſoning upon thoſe Fatts. 


IT. Built upon the moſt erroneous Principle of Trade. 
III. And fundamentally wrong in Point of Policy. 
It is humbly hoped that it wilknever pals into Law. 
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